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LCM Exams
Specimen Jazz Aural Tests: Grade 8

Sus Chords and Tritone Substitutions  

At Grade 8, candidates have to be able to identify sus chords and tritone substitutions. Essentially, the sus 
chord has a distinctive, unfinished sound and the tritone substitution is a 7th chord based on the flattened 7th 
of the scale. It therefore sounds like a dominant 7th.

Sus chords

In a lot of contemporary music the fourth does not resolve. Therefore, the music tends to float along. One of 
the easiest ways for the jazz pianist to respond to a sus chord is to play the root note in the bass and play the 
chord of a tone below in second inversion.

Tritone substitutions

In jazz, tritone substitution is generally the replacement of a dominant 7th chord by the same type of chord a 
tritone away. Therefore, in the key of C, a V7 (G7) chord could be replaced by a flattened 2nd chord (Db7).

You will notice that the two chords share two common notes.

You can hear the tritone substitution effect at the close of Waltz Riff and A Hint of Blues (below).

In the examination you need to distinguish the sound quality only, between the sus chord and the tritone 
substitution (7th sounding chord).
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Tests

The examiner will play either a tritone substitution or a sus chord. The examiner will indicate the root.

Candidates will be asked to:

1    identify whether it is a tritone substitution or a sus chord. [2 marks]

The examiner will play one of the following modes: Aeolian, Dorian or Mixolydian. Candidates will be asked to:

2(a)    name which mode was played. [1 mark]

2(b)    describe the interval spelling of the mode (eg. Aeolian is T-ST-T-T-ST-T-T). [1 mark]

        Aeolian

        Dorian

        Mixolydian

Practise singing or playing the modes. This will help to establish hearing the intervals between the notes in 
each mode. 

3    The examiner will play a piece of music. The candidate will be given a copy of the score which doesn't
       include phrasing, tempo, articulation, or dynamic markings. Candidates will be asked a selection of
       the following:
            •    to name the key;
            •    to identify modulations;
            •    to identify intervals, including compound intervals;
            •    to describe the overall form. These may include ABCA, ABCBA, AABA, ABAB and similar structures;
            •    to identify changes in style, phrasing, tempo, articulation and/or dynamics, in short passages, of 
                  up to 2 bars in length, played by the examiner. [4 marks]

The following are examples relating to Test 3:

T          ST          T            T          ST          T            T

T          ST          T            T           T          ST           T

T           T          ST           T           T          ST           T
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Suggested questions:

Q.    What is the key of the piece?
A.    F major.

Q.    What is the form of the piece?
A.    Binary (AB).

Q.    Does it modulate?
A.    There is implied modulation at the end of section A. It
        continues with a 'circle of 5ths' style of movement,
        resolving on F at the close.

Q.    It closes with a tritone substitution Gb7(9) to F  9. What is the
        interval between the F and Gb in the bass clef, at the close?
A.    Minor 2nd.

Waltz Riff

Suggested variations:

Bars 1-2:
Change the left hand rhythmic pattern. 
Thin out the right hand chords.

Bars 13-14:
Play the quavers swung. Add a 'fill' in 
bar 14.

Bars 15-16:
Play the quavers swung. Replace the 
Gb7(9) with a dominant 7th (C7).y
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Raggy

Suggested questions:

Q.    What is the form of the piece?
A.    Binary (AB).

Q.    What is the interval between each note in bar 12 
       (the diminished 7th)?
A.    Minor 3rd.

Q.    What is the key of the piece?
A.    Bb major.

Q.    Does it modulate to another key?
A.    No.

Suggested variations:

Bars 1-2:
Play swung. Play beats 1 and 2 (left 
hand) in octaves.

Bars 12-13:
Play the diminished 7th as a block 
chord. Play the right hand in bar 13 as 
a sustained note rather than a trill.
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So What, It's a Nursery Rhyme

Suggested questions:

Q.    What is the form of the piece?
A.    Binary (AB).

Q.    Is there anything noticeable about the chords in the
        bass clef?
A.    Many are 4ths. (This type of structure is often
        referred to as 'so what' voicing.)

Q.    What is the interval at * (bar 7)?
A.    Minor 7th.

Q.    The last chord is based on C major. What intervals
        have been added to the primary triad?
A.    Major 7th and 9th.

Suggested variations:

Bars 1-2:
Change the dynamics. Change the 
rhythm of the right hand notes.

Bars 15-16:
Swing the quavers. Ignore the Rit. Play 
final bar as a block chord rather than as 
a spread chord.
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A Hint of Blues

Suggested questions:

Q.    What is the key of the piece?
A.    E major.

Q.    What is the form of the piece?
A.    12-bar blues.

Q.    What is the interval between the first two notes in
        the right hand (G# / B)?
A.    Minor 3rd.

Suggested variations:

Bars 1-2:
Play the bass clef arpeggios in a 
downward pattern. Change the rising 
3rds in the treble clef to falling 3rds (ie. 
starting on B / D in the 1st bar).

Bars 11-12:
Ignore the Rit. Replace the F7 (tritone 
substitution) with a dominant 7th (B7).
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Candidate Copies
Waltz Riff
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Raggy
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So What, It's a Nursery Rhyme
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A Hint of Blues



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


