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LCM Exams
Specimen Jazz Aural Tests: Grade 5

Rhythm and Improvisation Exercise No. 5:
Latin

When listening to Latin American music, the rhythmic detail is always striking. Apart from the rhythmic 
patterns, it is the textures and the combination of so many percussive sounds that make this music so vibrant. 
Examples include:

    •    Maracas – shakers filled with dried beans or peas
    •    Claves – two short pieces of hard wood, struck against each other
    •    Guiro – a length of serrated hollow wood which is combed with another piece of material
    •    Cabasa – a cylinder with a handle; necklaces of metal beads are strung around the outside of the
          cylinder, allowing shaking and pushing of the beads
    •    Timbales – small single-headed drums

Like rock music, the rhythms are played in even, straight quavers, with the accent on the downbeat:

However, syncopation is also a feature of Latin music:

        e.g.

                            1         2     +     3           4            1          2     +     3          4

Try tapping this rhythm with one hand, and then combine it with the following rhythm, tapped with your other 
hand:

                           1          2           3           4             1          2           3           4

Once you have co-ordinated both parts, imagine the sound colours and textures of numerous Latin percussion 
instruments combined. Latin American styles are usually related to dances, some with lots of drive (e.g. Samba) 
and others which rather float along (e.g. Bossa Nova).

It is difficult to produce Latin rhythms on your own. The following exercises reflect just two of the elements, 
which should help give an insight into the rhythmic structures of each. Try tapping one part with your right 
hand and the other with your left hand.
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Samba  (lively)

Bossa Nova  (moderately quick)

Beguine  (moderately quick)

Mambo

There are many versions of the Mambo at different tempi, some in    and others in    .  This is an example of 
one of the simplest Mambo rhythms:

Baion  (gentle)

Rumba (or Bolero)  (moderately quick)

There are many more Latin rhythms and styles. Many jazz musicians have embraced elements of Latin 
American music and combined them with elements of jazz, for example Stan Getz, Astrud Gilberto, Romero 
Lubamba and Cal Tjader. A number of the pieces have become standard repertoire, such as The Girl from 
Ipanema and Desafinado.

Fortunately, there are many recordings which give you an opportunity to listen to the nuances of this style of 
music. Although improvising over these melodies and chord changes is complex in parts, they offer an ideal 
opportunity to develop your melodic phrasing, adding some personal touches.
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Rhythm
    
Refer to Rhythm and Improvisation Exercise No. 5: Latin in the Handbook [reproduced above].

Candidates will be asked to:

1(a)

The examiner will count in and clap or play on one note the upper pattern of two bars (twice), taken from 
either the Samba, Bossa Nova, Beguine, Mambo or Rumba (Bolero) examples. Candidates will be asked to:

1(b)

Samba

tap either the Samba, Bossa Nova or Beguine example, as selected by the examiner. Candidates may 
refer to the Handbook. Candidates may tap the rhythm on their legs, a table, a chair, etc. One hand 
should tap the upper pattern, and the other the lower pattern. It is not necessary to repeat the four 
bars. [2 marks]

identify the note and rest time values. Terminology such as half note, quarter note, etc. is equally 
acceptable. Candidates may not refer to the Handbook. Only the first two bars are used for this test. [2 
marks]

Alternatively, traditional names may be used.

Pitch

An interval will be played twice, with the pitches sounded together. The interval may be any major, minor or 
perfect interval within the octave, as well as the augmented 4th / diminished 5th. Candidates will be asked to:

2(a)    identify the interval, by type and numerical value. [1 mark]

The test will be repeated, using a different interval. [1 mark]

The key-chord of a major key will be sounded. A short melody in the same key, of approximately 2 bars in 
length, will be played, finishing with a harmonised cadence (perfect, imperfect, plagal, or interrupted) in the 
home key. Candidates will be asked to:

2(b)    identify the cadence, either by its conventional name, or as 'finished' (perfect and plagal) or
           'unfinished' (imperfect or interrupted). [1 mark]

The test will be repeated, using a different example. [1 mark]

Major 3rd                    Perfect 4th                        Augmented 4th /                      Minor 6th                       Major 7th
                                                                                   Diminished 5th

Minor 2nd                    Octave                              Augmented 4th /                      Major 7th                       Minor 7th
                                                                                   Diminished 5th
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A 'cadence' may also be referred to as a 'close'. They appear at the ends of phrases and work rather like full 
stops and commas in sentences.

Before playing the examples below, play the tonic note and/or the tonic chord. You will then be aware of 
phrases closing in the home key and sounding 'finished', or 'unfinished' if the closing chord does not relate to 
the sound you were expecting.

V              I                      V              I                       V              I
G             C                      D             G                      C              F

Tonic: C                          Tonic: G                           Tonic: F

V7              I                      V7             I
G7             C                      C7             F

Tonic: C                             Tonic: F

IV             I                      IV             I                      IV             I
 F              C                      C             G                     Bb              F

Tonic: C                          Tonic: G                           Tonic: F

 I              V                     I              V                 II             V
Bb             F                     G             D               Dm           G

Tonic: Bb                        Tonic: G                    Tonic: C

V             VI                     V             VI                    V             VI
G            Am                    D            Em                   C            Dm

Tonic: C                            Tonic: G                          Tonic: F

The PERFECT CADENCE (or 'full close') 
works as a full stop. It brings phrases (or 
sentences) to a conclusion. It moves from 
Chord V (dominant) to Chord I (tonic). 

Dominant chords often have the 
flattened 7th added, to add a richer and 
increasingly more convincing quality to 
the chord movements.

The PLAGAL CADENCE also brings a
phrase to a conclusion, and works as a 
full stop at the end of a sentence. Its 
distinctive sound quality has resulted in it 
sometimes being referred to as sounding 
like the 'Amen' at the end of a hymn. It 
moves from Chord IV (subdominant) to 
Chord I (tonic).

The IMPERFECT CADENCE (or 'half 
close') works like a comma in a sentence. 
The phrase (or sentence) breathes, but 
there is a feeling of wanting to move on. 
Therefore, the phrase is 'unfinished'. The 
progression can be from Chord I (tonic) 
or other chords, but always to Chord V 
(dominant).

The INTERRUPTED CADENCE also works 
like a comma in a sentence and sounds 
'unfinished'. It moves from Chord V 
(dominant) to Chord VI (submediant). 
The chord movement is that of a rising 
step, and it changes tonality - ie. from a 
major chord (V) to a minor chord (VI).
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Following are examples of cadences:

(swing)

Straight

(a)                                                                                                                                        Plagal (Finished)

          Key: C major

(b)                                                                                                                                        Interrupted (Unfinished)

          Key: F major

(c)                                                                                                                                        Perfect (Finished)

          Key: F major

(d)                                                                                                                                        Imperfect (Unfinished)

          Key: Bb major
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Straight

(e)                                                                                                                                        Perfect (Finished)

          Key: C major

(f)                                                                                                                                        Imperfect (Unfinished)

          Key: C major

(g)                                                                                                                                        Interrupted (Unfinished)

          Key: A major

(h)                                                                                                                                        Plagal (Finished)

          Key: C major

Straight



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


